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February 18, 1993

Mr. James Quello
Acting Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing on behalf of a number of my constituents
regarding the FCC's proposed rules which could effect radio
controlled aircraft CPR DOCKET 92-235.)

My constituents have recently contacted me to express
their opposition to any efforts by the FCC to create more
mobile frequencies. It is my understanding that by splitting
frequencies into more narrow band widths and rearranging the
band plan, the 50 frequencies now available for radio control
operations would be cut to 19. I have enclosed a copy of one
of the letters I'received from my constituents which details
their concerns.

Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter.
If I can provide you with any additional information, please
feel free to contact me.

With kindest personal regards,

~/~c"4
R -MaCiitle( II

Member of Congress

-
RKM:abc
Enclosure
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THE HONORABLE RONALD MACHTLEY
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON,DC 20515

DEAR CONGRESSMAN MACHTLEY:

I AM A RESIDENT OF RHODE ISLAND AND I AM A PROFESSIONAL
PILOT. I AM WRITING YOU ABOUT MY CONCERN ABOUT PROPOSED RULES
CURRENTLY UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION(FCC) PR DOCKET 92-235.

I AM AN ACTIVE RADIO CONTROLLED AIRCRAFT MODELER AND I
INSTRUCT NEW MEMBERS HOW TO FLY. MY CLUB HAS A PRIMARY
PURPOSE TO FURTHER AVIATION THROUGH MODELING. I HAVE
INSTRUCTED SEVERAL YOUNG ENTHUSIASTS WHO HAVE GONE ON TO
ATTEND AVIATION SPECIALTY COLLEGES OR WHO HAVE GONE ON TO GET
THEIR FULL SCALE PRIVATE FAA LICENSE.

OUR RADIO CONTROL FREQUENCIES ARE IN THE 72-76 MHZ BAND. THE
FCC WANTS TO CREATE MORE MOBI.LE FREQUENCIES BY SPLITTING THEM
INTO NARROWER BANDWIDTHS AND REARRANGING THE BAND PLAN. THE
PROBLEM IS THAT THE NEW PLAN WOULD CAUSE INTERFERENCE WHICH
WOULD RESULT IN 50 FREQUENCIES AVAILABLE FOR RADIO CONTROL
OPERATIONS BEING SLASHED TO ONLY 19 FREQUENCIES.

RADIO CONTROLLED AIRCRAFT [S A SPORT NOT UNLIKE AMATURE
SHORT WAVE WHICH PRODUCES TECHNICIANS AS WELL AS PROVIDES FOR
A WORTHWHILE HOBBY. THE POPULARITY OF THE SPORT AND THE HIGH
PERFORMANCE REQIRES THAT THE SAFEST TECHNIQUES BE USED TO
PROTECT EVERY SPECTATOR AND PARTICIPANT. MANUFACTURERS HAVE
BEEN PRODUCING VERY RELIABLE EQUIPMENT BUT A SAFE FREQUENCY
AREA IS IN NEED OF PROTECTION FROM MOBILE EQUIPMENT WHICH MAY
BE POWERFUL ENOUGH TO DISRUPT SAFE RADIO CONTROL OPERATIONS.

PLEASE HELP ME TO KEEP RADIO CONTROLLED SPORTS/HOBBIES SAFE
BY NOT ALLOWING THE FCC TO CARRY OUT ITS PROPOSALS FOR THE
72-76 MHZ BAND.

~~ YJA.d
ALVAN S. MODE(Y~
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John W. Juechter
460 Stone Ridge Drive, East Greenwich, Rhode Island 02818, Telephone - 401-885-5051

February 2, 1993

The Honerable f3.onald Machtley
132 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Reference: FCC Rule Making, PR Docket 92-235

Your File n\a
(Our File AMA-1)

Dear Mr. Machtley:

While I am not one of your constituents, I hope you will read this letter.

I am a builder of model airplanes, and have been so since 1936. I am now retired and enjoying my hobby of
building radio-controlled model aircraft. Contemporary model aircraft radio control has opened up a wide
range of unique aircraft that may be modelled in true scale because of the proportional control these radios
provide to the modeler. In my case, that has resulted in my building some 14flyable radio-controlled aircraft,
with 7 radios and 20 or more engines. My investment, in radios, engines, aircraft, tools, and support
equipment exceeds $8000. I am a member of the Rhode Island Aeromodelers Club.

About 1989 or 1990, our national governing body, the AMA (Academy of Model Aeronautics, 160,000

members), was able to negotiate with the FCC for an expanded band of radio frequencies (in the 72 and 75
megahertz [MHz] bands) for our usage. To enable us to make proper use of them, it was necessary for us
to have our existing equipment upgraded to more precise standards. The new channels which were enabled
by this legislation doubled the number we had available by locating the new channels midway between
adjacent existing channels, so that our old transmitters had to be tuned more exactly to the channel
frequency, and the exiting receivers had to be junked and new ones bought. This resulted in an approximate
$75 cost per transmitter/receiver pair to each modeler.

I am concemed about proposed rules currently under consideration by the FCC, PR Docket 92-235, thai, it
adopted, will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the

risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Presently, our channels are located 0.020 MHz apart, i.e., Channel 14 has a frequency of 72.070 MHz;
Channel 15, 72.090 MHz. Presently, there are fixed location pager frequencies located midway between our
channels, 0.010 MHz from our frequencies. Since these are fixed in locatipn, by using an expensive
frequency scanner periodically borrowed from the AMA, we can check the "foreign" frequencies having

significant strength at our flying field and advise our members if any of our assigned frequencies may be

AMA-1N
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affected. Thus, the present situation, while not idea/from our standpoint, is certainly workable with some

caution on our part.

PR Docket 92-235 would assign additional frequencies 0.0025 and 0.0075 MHz away from our assigned
frequencies, the allowable bandwidth of those frequencie's would overlap our assigned frequencies, and the

allowable poweroutput of those transmitters would be 4 times ours. Furthermore, these proposed frequencies
would be assigned to mobi/e telecommunications. Thus, frequency sweeps of our flying area would be
meaningless as soon as they were completed.

It appears, therefore, that the FCC seeks to improve operating conditions of land mobile radio users (to be
able to use equipment not yet built) at the expense of radio control modelers (using equipment already bought
and paid for). While the FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radio, we have a
considerable investment in out model equipment and represent a large national industry. The hobby provides

many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like me and contributes to advancement and development
of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help us to continue to enjoy our hobby by not allowing the FCC to enact PR Docket 92-235.

Very truly yours,

John W. Juechter



January 29, 1993

The Honorable Ronald K. Machtley, US Representative
132 Cannon Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Machtley:
I have been interested in aviation for many years. Trained as a scientist, I have enjoyed

all aspects of model aviation including design and flying. As president of the Rhode Island
Soaring Club, which has been chartered for more than twenty years without a single accident, I
must express my deep concern about proposed rules changes currently being considered by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC).

These rules are presented in PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and would increase risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Currentiy we share the 72 - 76 IviHz band with private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidth and changing the band separation we have enjoyed by interleaving them
with our frequencies. As a result, this will cause radio interference and I am told that of the 50
frequencies currently available for control of model airplanes, only 19 will be left if these new
rules are adopted.

When we fly model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure safety
for operators, bystanders and protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve
careful coordinated use of radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is cut
back as proposed by the FCC there will be congestion on the remaining frequencies and safety
will be greatly reduced.

We fly model airplanes with wing spans of up to 16 ft and weights up to 40 pounds.
These models are expensive to build but more importantly, can cause damage and injury if radio
interference causes the operator to loose control of the craft. We often fly our models at
organized events where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full
complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I am strongly opposed to the FCC's plan to increase land mobile use at the expense of
radio control modelers. Two years ago we underwent an expensive and complicated upgrade of
our radio equipment giving us the use of 50 channels. Now all the effort and expense of that
upgrade will be wasted it these rule changes are approved. We have considerable investment in
our model and radio equipment and each year spend hard earned dollars contributing to the
overall economy. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like
myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry.

Please help me and the Rhode Island Soaring Club continue safe enjoyment of my
pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz band.

Sincerely,
~ /" ,)- ' (' .!j/'/

{lVLV1Z:/ b-'- (/' [/of {~'Ll_
, /'


